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IT infrastructure and maintenance solutions can be costly and 
often require updates and further investment within a few 
years. The use of a cloud based system can therefore be a 
very cost effective solution, with monthly subscription costs 
averaging at £20 per month, potentially saving thousands of 
pounds a year on software.

Plus, cloud software is maintained by the provider, meaning 
your charity will benefit from top of the range adaptable IT, 
that will be continually updated during the year at no extra cost.

Cloud solutions are mobile by nature. Instead of being 
linked to a single location you can access your data via 
the internet. With so many charities relying on individuals 
who have additional commitments, this gives staff greater 
flexibility, and can make more robust working hours 
possible. In turn, this can improve retention and attraction, 
allowing employees to work hours that suit, which can 
be especially useful if your charity is reliant on volunteer 
assistance. 

Financial savings

Access from  
anywhere

The real benefits of cloud accounting do not just sit in the core 
accounting packages.  It is what you can do with your data 
when you keep it in a cloud-hosted database that is integrated 
with other cloud-hosted apps that is of real benefit.  By building 
bespoke cloud accounting solutions, you can take the financial 
management of your charity or not-for-profit organisation to a 
whole new level.

When you are running a charity or not-for-profit organisation, 
one of your major concerns is how to manage finances within 
your organisation. You need detailed, real-time knowledge of 
funding sources (either restricted or unrestricted) and the level 
of expenditure, as well as information about the social return on 
investments. 



If your charity has limited resources, or is dependent on volunteers 
with limited financial understanding, cloud accounting offers two big 
benefits: 

• Staff will no longer need to type up purchase invoices in order 
to add them into your accounts system. Invoices can be scanned 
or photographed, then coded and sent directly into your cloud 
accounting software. This reduces the risk of posting errors and 
means the process can be undertaken by someone without a 
financial background. 

• Scanning is much quicker than the traditional approach of typing 
up invoices. We have seen as many as 1,700 invoices posted in a 
day, which would have taken several days had they been typed. 
This can save as much as 70% processing time in some cases.

Server failure is not only expensive, but it can waste hours of time 
and resources. Worst case, server downtime of any significant length 
can impact your ability to deliver. Most cloud providers have 99.99% 
uptime, meaning you do not have to deal with the stress or cost of 
server replacement and repair. 

In addition to this, in case of snow, floods, train strikes or even a 
pandemic, working via the cloud means that your staff can access 
their accounts from home, meaning you can continue to support 
your cause without interruption.

Easy and quick  
to use

Reliability



National sector and service publications in hard copy and digital versions

National website, dedicated cloud accounting website  
and fully managed social media platforms

The Political Studies Association

How can UHY help?

If you are interested in implementing cloud 
accounting for your charity, we will work with 
you to identify the most suitable cloud software 
and bolt-on applications to support your needs.

Nationally, we work for more than 300 charity 
and NFP entities and we have considerable 
experience helping our clients deal with the 
financial aspects of running their organisations. 

The common thread with all our sector specific 
work is the need to identify and track specific 
information, whether financial or non-financial 
based information, and to cross reference it 
with the more typical periodic management 
accounting and bookkeeping information. 

With easy to understand cloud based monthly 
accounts and dashboards, our interaction 
becomes much better value, allowing us to 
give the advice you need so you can make 
better-informed decisions about your charity’s 
finances. Backed by our deep understanding of 
your regulatory requirements, we will provide 
specialist advisory services geared specifically to 
the unique challenges you face.

The Political Studies Association (PSA) is a not for profit 
organisation based in London. Their objective is to promote the 
development of political studies and to encourage education 
and the advancement of learning in the art and science of 
government and in other branches of the political science. PSA 
moved to Xero in June 2019, and they haven’t looked back.

Miriam Fox, Finance Officer at PSA, explained “We are very happy 
with Xero. It offers some really useful tools for small entities 
and non-profits, and makes tasks such as reporting, recording 
expenses and VAT processing much easier. 

As a non-profit organisation, PSA are partially exempt from VAT 
and therefore work with a lot of different tax codes, income and 
expenditure. Xero automatically filters the tax codes and submits 
it to HMRC, making it a one-stop-shop for reporting and creating 
financial statements. It also allows a lot of flexibility, makes it easy 
to collaborate and is very easy to use. 

Our UHY cloud team has been led by Rebecca Roberts, head of 
the national cloud group at UHY. The team have been excellent 
to work with. They know their way around the platform and are 
always available on the other end of the line to help with any 
questions. Rebecca conducts herself with utmost professionalism 
and it is obvious that she is dedicated to what she is doing.”

Don’t just take our 
word for it

If you would like to learn more about cloud accounting and how it could 
benefit your charity, or if you need advice on the best cloud products for your 
needs, please contact your usual UHY adviser or find your local contact on our 
website at www.uhy-cloudaccounting.co.uk

Your finance in the cloud. 
UHY by your side
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UHY Hacker Young Associates is a UK company which is 
the organising body of the UHY Hacker Young Group, a 
group of independent UK accounting and
consultancy firms. Any services described he ein are 
provided by the member firms and not by UHY Hacker 
oung Associates Limited. Each of the member firms is a
separate and independent firm, a list of which is 
available on our website. Neither UHY Hacker oung 
Associates Limited nor any of its member firms has any 
liability for services provided by other members.

UHY Hacker Young (the “Firm”) is a member of Urbach 
Hacker Young International Limited, a UK company, and 
forms part of the international UHY network of legally 
independent accounting and consulting firms. UHY is 
the brand name for the UHY inte national network. The 
services described herein are provided by the Firm and 
not by UHY or any other member firm of UH. 
Neither UHY nor any member of UHY has any liability for 
services provided by other members.

This publication is intended for general 
guidance only. No responsibility is accepted 
for loss occasioned to any person acting or 
refraining from actions as a result of any 
material in this publication.
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